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he turned back to Liu's room and took the rest of the money,
wrapped it up securely and went off, pulling the door to after him.
The following morning when the neighbors found that Liu's
door was still shut at a late hour, they shouted to him and receiv-
ing no answer, they went inside and there they found his body and
his concubine gone. They raised the alarm.
Then Chu San, the neighbor at whose house Erh Chieh had
stopped for the night, came forward and told the neighbors assem-
bled that the concubine had stopped at his house and had gone
early that morning to her parents' house. "We must send some
one to find her and at the same time notify Liu's wife," he said,
and his suggestion was carried out accordingly.
Now to return to the concubine. She had hardly gone a li or
two after she left Chu San's house that morning when her feet
began to hurt so that she could not go on but had to sit down
by the road and rest herself. Presently a young man carrying a
shoulder bag full of money appeared on the scene and stopped to
look at her. She was not beautiful but her eyebrows were nicely
arched and her teeth bright, and she was undeniably attractive.
Wild flowers are especially pleasing to the eye
And country wine goes more to the head.
The young man bowed to her and asked her where she was
traveling alone by herself. She returned the bow and told him
that she was going to her parents and had stopped to rest. "And
where have you come from and where are you going?" she asked.
The man, keeping a proper distance, answered: "I have just come
from the city where I had gone to sell some silk and I am bound
for Chuchiatang." "My parents do not live far from there," the
concubine said. "May I go with you?" "Certainly," the man an-
swered. "I shall be honored to escort you there."
The two went on together thus for about two or three li when
they noticed two men running after them, running so fast that
their feet hardly touched the ground, and they were sweating and
panting and their coats were open at the front. They shouted, "Will